
June 25, 2003

To: Ambassadors of 

Bulgaria,

France,

Germany,

Hungary,

Poland,

Romania,

Russian Federation,

Turkey,

Ukraine,

United Kingdom,

United States of America

in the Republic of Moldova

Your Excellency, 

The non-government Human Rights organizations in Moldova would like to request your support for ratification of the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and full ratification of the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Ttreatment or Punishment by the Government of the Republic of Moldova.

The undersigned organizations, having different missions and tasks, consider that the successful eradication of torture, which is a really dangerous phenomenon for any society, requires positive efforts of actors at all levels and from all areas of society. As Human Rights Promotion and Protection organizations, we recognize the importance of positive commitments made by the Republic of Moldova for the implementation of the international standards of abolition of torture. 

Taking into consideration the increasing level of effectiveness of the UN mechanisms of the Human Rights protection, and the instruments offered by the UN Convention against Torture in particular, we encourage the Government of the Republic of Moldova to recognize the competence of the UN Committee against Torture to receive and examine individual communications (according to the Article 22 of the Convention).  

At present, just 50 of 132 States Parties recognize the Committee’s competence to receive and consider individual communications. This mechanism helps States to implement the principle of non-violence and freedom from torture. 

By comparison, over 100 States have ratified the first Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which establishes a similar communications procedure in respect of the Human Rights Committee.  

On December 12, 1997 the United Nations General Assembly had declared the 26 June as the UN International Day in Support of Victims of Torture, as it was on this day in 1987 that the UN Convention against Torture first entered into force. At present the Convention is ratified by 132 out of 193 UN Member States including Moldova. 

This Thursday on the 26th of June 2003 special events will be held in many countries of the world to commemorate the UN International Day in Support of Victims of Torture. The purpose of this International Day is to promote the prevention and the complete eradication of torture, as well as the effective functioning of the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatments or Punishment. 

In this regard the representatives of the Consortium against Torture, Moldovan Helsinki Committee for Human Rights, Amnesty International in the Republic of Moldova and Medical Rehabilitation Center for Torture Victims “MEMORIA” are requesting your support for the complete and universal ratification of the Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the UN Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Ttreatment or Punishment by the Government of the Republic of Moldova.

Your support of this campaign will be highly appreciated both by the international community and members of our society.  Ratification of the Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Article 22 of the UN Convention against Torture by the Government of the Republic of Moldova will make considerable contribution to the abolition of torture in the Republic of Moldova. 

With much consideration and gratitude in advance for your support,  

	Ştefan Urîtu,

Chairman of Moldovan Helsinki Committee for Human Rights

President in function 

of Consortium Against Torture
	Veaceslav Ţurcan,

President of

Amnesty International 

in the Republic of Moldova
	Ludmila Popovici,

Executive Director of

Medical Rehabilitation Center for Torture Victims “MEMORIA”
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