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Political quarrels after the local elections in the Republic of Moldova

Dismissals called for by Communist Party

Vienna/Chisinau, 26 June 2003. The International Helsinki Federation for Human Rights (IHF) and the Helsinki Committee for Human Rights of the Republic of Moldova are deeply concerned about the post electoral situation in the Republic of Moldova of political quarrels against different persons or structures involved, directly or indirectly, in the elections’ process. Immediately following the electoral period, a number of persons with high-level administrative, but not political functions in the state, were dismissed or forced to resign. These actions were triggered by the dissatisfaction of the ruling party and of the President Voronin with the elections’ results. President Voronin personally was very actively involved in the election process and promoted communist candidates. Threats made by the ruling party’s leaders and high statesmen during the electoral campaign, according to which all state functionaries would be dismissed if they failed to promote the Communist Party in the elections, materialized.

Abusive dismissals

A political purge threatens the Republic of Moldova. Many dismissals affected simple functionaries as well as high state officials. Many police officers were dismissed, as a result of the reorganization of police hierarchy. Policemen denounced this measure and asked not to be involved in politics. They also showed their discontent concerning orders to collect information on presence of electors and on the results of the elections on the days, 25 May and 8 June, as it is described in the report on the elections of the Helsinki Committee. The police effectives should be reduced, but no criterions were given, which makes possible a subjective selection of persons. The IHF and the Helsinki Committee urge the authorities to stop this practice and adopt an objective process for selecting police officers.

Similar dismissals have targeted persons with high administrative functions in the state, but with no political role and implication. The Helsinki Committee is concerned in part about the situation of Mr. Ion Rangu, manager of the Moldova’s Post Service, subordinated to the Minister of Transport and Communications. On 12 June, without motive and based on accusations of anonymous letters, Mr. Ion Rangu was forced to resign, by the Minister Vasile Zgardan, ex-candidate for the mayoralty of Chisinau on the behalf of the Communist Party, who lost the elections. Rangu was replaced by the “trusted person” during the elections of the Minister Zgardan. Such a practice violates the Constitution, the Human Rights international standards and poses a danger for the democratic institutions in the Republic of Moldova.

Pressure on the Media

Central state authorities dominated by the communist majority continue to usurp the public media and to intimidate private media. The public TV channel continues to provide unilateral and censored information. Further, opposition newspaper “Flux” continues to operate under government pressure. A well-known, independent radio program “Hyde Park”, broadcasted by the radio station Antena C and owned by the Mayoralty of Chisinau was closed under pressure from the Audiovisual Council. “Hyde Park” aimed to effectively exercise freedom of expression and was formerly called “school of democracy”.

The IHF and the Helsinki Committee consider this case to be an abuse coming from the state authorities and as a grave violation of the freedom of expression, which lifts up once more to the question of independence and liberty of media in the Republic of Moldova. We further urge the authorities to refrain from pressuring and influencing media institutions, in order to promote the creation of competitive and objective informational space in the Republic of Moldova.

The above cases demonstrate the abusive behavior of the authorities and violations of fundamental human rights, which cast serious doubts on the government’s commitment to human rights and democratic principles. This situation is especially regrettable since these violations are occurring during the Presidency of the Republic of Moldova at the Council of Ministers of the Council of Europe. The IHF and the Helsinki Committee urge the authorities to halt unfavorable treatment of political opponents and abusive practices in order to ensure the functioning of democratic institutions in the Republic of Moldova. Once again, the IHF and the Helsinki Committee consider the need for close monitoring by the international community of the human rights’ situation in the Republic of Moldova, in order to maintain stability and promote democracy in the region. 
For further information:

Dr. Stefan Uritu, chair, Dorin Chirtoaca, lawyer, Helsinki Committee for Human Rights of the Republic of Moldova, +373-2-227 396 or 222 618

Dr. Aaron Rhodes, IHF Executive Director, or Henriette Schroeder, IHF Press Officer, + 43 –1–408 88 22 or +43-676–635 66 12 (Rhodes) or +43–676 –725 48 29 (Schroeder)




