· Cruel, inhuman and degrading treatments or punishments in penitentiary institutions
Penitentiary institution nr. 8 of Bender city, from September 2002 till February 2003, was disconnected from electricity, water, heating and food supplies by Transnistrian separatist authorities. They unreasonably argued that detainees put at risk of infection with tuberculosis people in the city. This pretext was put ahead by Transnistrian separatist authorities in order to push away the presence of Moldovan authorities’ representatives in Bender city. In the result of disconnection from heating, electricity, water supplies the temperature in the cells decreased to 15 degrees. Everywhere in the cells, except for the administrative unit, was very soggy and mouldy. Have been mentioned condensates on the walls of the building. In the cells are wood or coal ovens, but these are not enough to maintain a stable worm temperature. As result, the amount of condensates on the walls is growing. On words of the prisoners, confirmed by the head physician (Mr. Vladimir Taran), though they are sufficiently supplied with medicines, nevertheless, the treatment is ineffective because of the weak diet of the patients. Moreover, many prisoners complain of liver-ache and dysfunction, which follow after the strengthened tuberculosis treatment coupled with insufficient feeding, dampness and lowered temperature. Prosecutor Office refused to open a penal investigation upon the illegal disconnection of penitentiary, unreasonably arguing that they don’t’ have jurisdiction upon the territory of Transnistria. This refuse was appealed by Moldovan Helsinki Committee to court, which on 18 December 2003 by it’s final decision recognized the competence of the Prosecutor Office of Bender city in this case and obliged to open a penal investigation.

On 7Th March 2003 the urgent situation occurred in the penitentiary nr. 4 of Cricova city. The penitentiary has the biggest number of detainees: 1300 persons in high severe regime. They all live by 400 detainees in living blocks, separated by rock and metal walls.
In the morning of 7th March 2003, around 8:55 a.m. was heard shootings from automate arms on the territory of the penitentiary. Department of penitentiary institutions from the early morning started a search and seizure procedure, taking away all bags of tea and cigarettes from detainees, which  are not prohibited objects in penitentiary, without giving any reason. To organise the search, penitentiary administration brought special troops of the Ministry of Justice (called ‘Panther’). When detainees raised a riot showing the disagreement with administration seizure of tea and cigarettes, special troops of the Ministry of Justice opened fire upon the detainees on order of Mr. Lepădatu (chief of security of department of penitentiary institutions). In the result of the bloody shooting 9 ambulances had been called to take the injured detainees by gun bullets of special troops and injured penitentiary personnel by rock and metal objects thrown by detainees. One detainee have been injured by a bullet and immediately after killed with cruelty by the special troop officer who shot him. (Fanin Veceslav - he served 13 years in prison and was going to be released in three weeks.) Special troops have used bullets which are prohibited even during the war, and grenades “Zarea” which explode in thousands of metal pieces. The penal investigation of his death was closed short after the events. None from the penitentiary personnel was charged or convicted for incitement of detainees to riot or for caused injuries (even death) of detainees, however 11 detainees from those who participated in negations in the evening 7th march 2003, was brought to court on charges of organising a violent disorder in penitentiary.

